556                             INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Bagdad Railway she would have a direct land route through the heart
of the prize that she coveted. The easiest way to work for this was
through the Germans and Magyars of Austria, the strongest elements in
the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. Hence Germany combined with these
Austrians to gain control of Serbia, through which runs the main railway
to Turkey. That helped to bring on the first World War,

During the first three years of that war Germany became supreme not
only in the non-German parts of Austria, but also in Serbia, Bulgaria,
Rumania, and the Turkish Empire. Thus in three years she carried out
an expansion like that which Great Britain, Russia, and the United States
had accomplished slowly during many generations. If Germany had
accomplished this result by means of peaceful commercial penetration the
world would have raised no objections greater than those raised against
the expansion of all strong countries. Because she disregarded treaties,
as well as for commercial and other reasons, most of the world was
against her. Thus she lost not only her recent gains, but also much of
her earlier ones in Denmark, Silesia, Poland, and Alsace-Lorraine, and all
her foreign colonies.

The result of the first World War was closely in accord with geograph-
ical conditions. Germany was defeated by the western nations living in
the most bracing cyclonic areas. Wherever she was pitted against nations
living in regions less invigorating than her own she was successful. After
her defeat on the west she could not remain dominant in the Balkans and
Turkey because England, France, and Italy are all interested in those
regions and can easy reach them by water. In Central Europe, however,
the war left a number of small new nations, including Lithuania, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and Austria, as well as a greatly weakened Russia. The
first four adjoin Germany. The Austrians, being Germans in race and
language, sympathize with their fellow Germans. The others dislike
Germany, but she is the nearest great manufacturing nation, and the one
to which they naturally turn for capital, for engineers, and for the many
services which less-developed countries constantly seek from those that
are most highly developed. The countries bordering Germany on the
east stand just enough behind her to look up to her and let her dominate
their commerce and industry.

Under conditions such as these the injustices of the Versailles treaty
and the leadership of Hitler reawakened in Germany the spirit of revolt
against existing conditions and the desire for national expansion. This
time, more definitely than before, the effort was directed along strictly
geographical lines. After bringing as many German-speaking people
as possible within the limits of Germany, the Nazi plan was to make
that country the dominant power in the regions to the southeast of it.